Sustainability in Supply Chains
Tajna Shellac
Sustainability starts at the source
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What is Shellac?
Shellac is a natural resin refined from
Lac, the resinous secretion of the tiny
scale

insect,

Kerria

Lacca

(more

resistant bug) and Laccifer Lacca (less
resistant bug), which is parasitic on
certain host trees.
The insect feeds on the sap of the tree
and secretes the Lac as a protective
shell in which the female lay their eggs.
The resin is harvested by scraping the
encrusted twigs, known as Sticklac,
before being taken to the factory where
the Lac is crushed, sieved to remove
any twigs, insect remains and other
impurities before being washed in water
to remove the red pigment that is sold
separately as Lac Dye.

Bleached Shellac Plant
Bleaching involves dissolving Seedlac in
an

aqueous

alkaline

solution.

The

solution is then filtered to remove any
insoluble material, and optionally the
Shellac Wax too, before being bleached
with sodium hypochlorite to remove the
colour.
The Shellac is then precipitated from the
solution by adding sulphuric acid, before
being filtered, washed with water and
dried in vacuum dryers. The Bleaching
process produces Regular Bleached
Shellac if the wax has not been removed,
respectively Dewaxed Bleached Shellac
if the wax has been removed by filtration.

Why Tajna
Our recent visit to Khunti, gave us a
deeper insight to the Shellac process,
but more importantly we witnessed firsthand the positive impacts the Tajna
Shellac has on the local environment.
We believe sustainability starts at the
source and much like Thew Arnott,
Tajna Shellac is a company striving for
sustainability.
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In addition to its environmental efforts,
Tajna Shellac also hires from the local
area, providing long term employment.
This helps the local economy grow
increasing the opportunities in the area.

